
  1

Registered Veterinary Technician Committee Meeting  
July 21, 2009 

Sacramento, California 
 
The Registered Veterinary Technician Committee (RVTC) held its third meeting of the 2009 
calendar year on Tuesday, July 21, 2009, in the Lake Tahoe Room, 2005 Evergreen Street, 
Sacramento, CA. 
 
1. Call to Order 
Kim Johnson called the public meeting to order on Tuesday, July 21, 2009, at 1:05 P.M. 
 
Roll Call 
Members: Kim Williams, RVT, Chair  
  Virginia Curtis, Public Member, Vice-Chair 
  Richard Johnson, DVM 
  Carol Schumacher, RVT 
  Craig Cornell, RVT (Absent) 
  Linda Starr, Board President, Liaison (Absent) 
 
Staff:  Susan Geranen, Executive Officer; Liz Parker-Smith, Administrative Analyst;  

Allison Nagao-Dutra, Licensing/Exam 
 
Legal Counsel:  Gary Duke 
 
Members of the Audience:  Tom Kendall, DVM, Board Member; Nancy Ehrlich, RVT, CARVTA 
Legislative Liaison; Jennifer Boyle, RVT, CARVTA, MDC; Dan Segna, DVM, CVMA; Al Aldrete, 
DVM, Veterinary Allied Staff Education; Alex Henderson, RVT, Veterinary Allied Staff Education; 
Jennifer Bruns, DVM, Banfield, the Pet Hospitals 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
Motion, Seconded, Passed (MSP) 
A motion was made by Ms. Curtis and seconded by Dr. Johnson to approve the minutes as 
revised from the RVTC meeting held April 21, 2009.  The motion passed. 
 
3. Swear in Chairman 
Swearing in of the Chairman Kim Williams, RVT was done by Executive Officer Susan Geranen. 
 
4. Examination Report 
Ms. Nagao-Dutra gave the report noting that 209 candidates took the Exam during 1/1/09 to 
6/30/09 with 81% passing. Exam application, instructions and other effected documents are 
being updated to reflect Regulation changes effective 7/12/2009. There have been approx. 89 
Limited Term Eligibility Window applications received to date with, 70 applications having been 
reviewed, with 19 pending,  52 applications approved, 8 need to submit additional information, 
10 are licensed. 16 of the 52 have taken the test with 3 failing, leaving 3 pending. This also 
translates to 81% passing. Ms Schumacher asked that this number be reported at the next MDC 
meeting. 
 
5. RVT School Approval Process and Reporting Requirements  
Mr. Cornell, RVT, was absent and Ms. Schumacher, RVT was not prepared to discuss the 
issue. She requested that it be put over until the next meeting in October. Ms. Geranen stated 
that a letter needs to be prepared to notify the schools of the reporting requirements.  
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6.   Proposed Exemption for Internships at RVT Schools  
The Committee discussed creating such an exemption, but no action was taken. 
 
7.  Updates 
A.  Limited Term Eligibility Window 
Ms. Geranen reminded everyone that the LTEW applications need to be postmarked no later 
than December 31, 2009 to be accepted. Application not postmarked by that date cannot be 
accepted. 
 
B. RVT Eligibility Categories/Internship/Residency Program – Effective 7/12/09 
The Category 2-California Code of Regulations § 2067 – Graduate of a non-approved RVT 
program and Category 3-California Code of Regulations § 2068 – Bachelor of Science (BS) of 
Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree in animal science related field have both been discontinued as of 
July 12, 2009. 
 
C. Update on Use of Veterinary Technician National Examination 
Ms Geranen reported that AB 107, if signed, gives the Board the authority to consider using the 
national veterinary technician examination on or after January 1, 2011. The Office of 
Professional Examination Services (OPES) is working with the American Association of 
Veterinary State Boards to evaluate the national exam as a first step. Additional information will 
be available at the next meeting. 
 
8. Discussion Items  
A.   Use of Term “Nurse”  
Ms Williams recommended that the RVTC discontinue the discussion of the term “Nurse” as it is 
counter productive in that it is title protected by the Board of Registered Nurses. The committee 
members concurred with her recommendation. 
 
B.   Radiation Safety 
The Committee discussed the need to update the Radiation Safety Handbook using new 
language provided by the Department of Health Services and posting it to the website. Ms 
Geranen reminded the committee that the Handbook has been adopted into regulations; 
therefore, it would require a regulation change to update the book. The RVTC would need to 
make a recommendation to the Board for such an update. Dr. Johnson offered to do research 
and provide documents to office for discussion at the October meeting. 
 
C.   Nametags – Identifications of Licensed Personnel 
The RVTC discussed adding the requirement for nametags in a bill with title protection and 
discussed the use of name tags vs. embroidery. No action was taken. 
 
D.   RVTC Member Vacancy 
Dr Johnson’s term has expired as of 6/1/2009 but is in his grace period. Staff will be posting a 
notice on the web for applications from either a veterinarian or RVT and will notify the 
associations regarding the vacancy. 
 
E.   Review Draft Language for Mandatory CE for RVT’s 
Ms Geranen explained that the language is on the Regulation schedule tentatively for a public 
hearing in January 2010. It will be on the agenda for the meeting in October. 
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9. Comments from Public/Outside Agencies/Associations 
Ms Ehrlich and Ms Boyle reported that they had a California Registered Veterinary Technician 
Association (CARVTA) Back to School event at UC Davis last weekend with 350 to 400 persons 
in attendance both RVT’s and unregistered persons. There were 4 tracks on Saturday and 3 
tracks on Sunday with a live feed on Saturday to UC Irvine, they also had wet labs, created 
posters of RVT tasks and presented a framed one to the Board earlier in the day. The event 
was a great success. 
 
They announced that the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) announced at its 
annual conference last July, that there are three (3) veterinary technician board certification 
specialties now, Equine, Zoo VET Tech, and Sub-special Neurology. 
 
10. Agenda Items for October 2009 Meeting 

 RVTC Vacancy 
 Radiation Safety Training Language 
 Future of the RVTC 
 Language for Mandatory CE Proposed Regulations  
 Student Exemption 
 Transition of Exam from OPES to National Exam 
 Update on Limited Term Eligibility Window  
 Election of Officers 

 
11.  Adjourn 
There being no further business before the RVTC, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 P.M. 
 


