
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES - FINAL 
 

Veterinary Medical Board Meeting 
October 20-21, 2009 
San Diego, California 

 
The Veterinary Medical Board (VMB) held its fourth meeting of 2009 on October 20 & 21, in the 
Rondoval Room at the San Diego Zoo, in San Diego, CA. 
 
1. Call to Order 
Ms. Starr called the open session portion of the Veterinary Medical Board meeting to order on Tuesday, 
October 20, 2009, at 1:00 p.m. to hear the Reduction of Penalty hearing for Dr. John Quick.  
 
Roll Call 
Members:  Linda Starr, Public Member, President 

Terri Becker, DVM, Vice-President 
Stephanie Ferguson, DVM 
Tom Kendall, DVM 

 
Staff:  Susan Geranen, Executive Officer; Paul Sanchez, Assistant Executive Officer; 

Sandra Monterrubio, Enforcement Program Manager 
 

Legal Counsel: Shela Barker 
 
2. Open Session 
Reduction of Penalty Hearing for John Quick 
The Board voted to adopt the decision of order. 
 
3. Closed Session 
Review Disciplinary Cases 
AV 2006 19 
Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order 
The Board voted to non-adopt the stipulated settlement and disciplinary order. 
 
AV 2008 15 
Default Decision and Order 
The Board voted to adopt the decision of order. 
 
AV 2008 16 
Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order 
The Board voted to adopt the decision of order. 
 
AV 2008 4 
Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order 
The Board voted to adopt the decision of order. 
 
AV 2008 6 
Stipulated Surrender of License and Order 
The Board voted to adopt the decision of order. 
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AV 2009 1 
Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order 
The Board voted to adopt the decision of order. 
 
 
IV 2009 7 
Decision after Non-Adoption 
The Board voted to deny licensure for applicant. 
 
AV 2005 21 
Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order 
The Board voted to adopt the decision of order. 
 
Recess 
 
Motion, Seconded, Passed (MSP) 
A motion was made by Dr. Becker and seconded by Dr. Ferguson to adjourn the meeting until 
Wednesday morning at 9:00 a.m. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

October 21, 2009 
 
4. Call to Order 
Ms. Starr called the meeting to order on Wednesday, October 21, 2009 at 9:03 a.m. 

 
Roll Call 
Members:   Linda Starr, Public Member, President 
   Terri Becker, DVM, Vice President 
   Stephanie Ferguson, DVM   
   Tom Kendall, DVM 
 
Staff:  Susan Geranen, Executive Officer; Paul Sanchez, Assistant Executive Officer; 

Liz Parker-Smith, Administrative Analyst; Sandra Monterrubio, Enforcement 
Program Manager 

 

Legal Counsel: Shela Barker 
 
Members of the Audience:  Nancy Ehrlich, RVT, CaRVTA Legislative Liaison; Jennifer Boyle, RVT,  
CaRVTA, MDC; Valerie Fenstermaker, Executive Director, California Veterinary Medical Association 
(CVMA); Dan Segna, DVM, Assistant Executive Director, CVMA; Ron Kelpe, DVM, Legislative Liaison, 
CVMA; Mark Nunez, DVM, President CVMA; Kim Williams, RVT, Registered Veterinary Technician 
Committee (RVTC) Chair; Virginia Curtis, RVTC Co-Chair; Craig Cornell, RVT, RVTC; Carol 
Schumacher, RVT, RVTC; Richard Johnson, DVM, RVTC; William Grant, DVM, Multidisciplinary 
Advisory Committee (MDC) Chair; Linda Blyth, DVM, National Board Veterinary Medical Examiners 
(NBVME), President; Rebecca Weinrib, University of San Diego School of Public Interest Law; Erica 
Eisenlauer, Department of Consumer Affairs, Legislative and Policy Review Division; Susan Wegner, 
general public, Kerry Buitrago, RVT, San Joaquin Valley College-Fresno Instructor; David R. Trask, 
DVM, Southern California Veterinary Medical Association - Mission Viejo; Roger Tenner, DVM, 
Southern California Veterinary Medical Association – Dana Point; Jessica Waldman, DVM, California 
Animal Rehabilitation – Santa Monica. 
 
5. Closed Session continued (if necessary) 
Additional time was not required. 
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6. Approval of Minutes 
The minutes for the July 21-22, 2009 Board meeting were not available at this time. 
 
7. Executive Officer and Program Reports 
A. Executive Officer Report 
Ms. Geranen reported on the impact of AB 107 that results in procedural changes for the Board staff, 
including offering the licensing exam no less than 2 times annually, reducing the number of years from 
4 to 2 for reciprocity candidates.  
She also reported on the new enforcement model proposed by the Department of Consumer (DCA) for 
healing arts licensing boards that is designed to reduce the processing time for consumer complaints 
by 50%. That is a significant reduction of time that would require additional staff and would have an 
impact on the Board’s budget. 
 
A.i. Administrative Report 
Mr. Sanchez reported that the State mandated furloughs continue to impact Board operations in all 
areas. He also reported the DCA was working with the healing arts licensing board to implement DCA’s 
new enforcement model and that the Enforcement Unit had worked on several exercises to analyze 
and determine resource and staffing needs. The conclusion is that additional staff and resources will be 
required. 
 
A.ii. Enforcement Report 
Ms. Monterrubio reported that the Hospital Inspection training has been rescheduled to December 1-3 
in Sacramento. We currently have 10 applications with a thank you given to Jennifer Boyle, RVT, MDC, 
for assisting with the application reviews.  
 
Dr. Ferguson mentioned that the Board of Pharmacy has a self assessment form that is used by 
licensees to insure compliance with the minimum standards of practice and that such a check list might 
be something the Board could provide for licensees. 
 
A.iii. Examination/Licensing Report 
Ms. Parker-Smith noted a correction to the report under the Limited Term Eligibility Window (LTEW) 
RVT Examination; it should read as of September 30th not January 1st. She also reported that we have 
had a total of 212 LTEW applications received with 29 of these already being licensed. The last day for 
the LTEW applications to be post marked is December 31, 2009. 
 
8. Multidisciplinary Advisory Committee Report – William Grant, DVM, Chair 
Dr. Grant reported that the Committee had met in Sacramento for the first time on May 13, 2009 and 
then again on August 25-26, 2009. 
 
Dr. Grant reported that he and the Committee had sat through the Hospital Inspection Training program 
along with working on the Cite and Fine procedures. He reported that a part of the discussion was the 
question of whether having one person doing complaint review was the best process and that it was 
discussed that both the Medical and Dental Boards have more than 1 person doing their complaint 
reviews.  Ms Geranen stated that there are legal ramifications as to the use of expert witnesses and 
consultants for purposes of complaint review. She stated that on every case that goes to full discipline, 
there is a first level review by a veterinarian consultant and then a second review by an expert witness 
prior to making the determination to go forward with disciplinary action – so currently, in a vertical way, 
the Board already has two experts reviewing the case prior to discipline. 
 
In a case resulting in a citation and fine, there is usually only one expert reviewing the case although in 
some cases, there are two reviewing these cases also. 
 
Ms Geranen explained how the Cite and Fine procedure is done and that the Expert Witnesses are also 
given the guidelines to be used when reviewing complaints. The next MDC meeting is scheduled for 
November 19, 2009, in Sacramento.   
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9. Administrative Committee – Linda Starr 
A. Budget and Fund Conditions 
Ms. Geranen stated that the Budget Report was included in the meeting binder and asked if there were 
any questions on the budget or the proposed fee increase. The Board asked whether they could make 
changes to the proposed language. Legal counsel stated that they could make changes, but if changes 
were made, a 15 day notice to the persons who commented on the original language would be 
required. 
 
B. American Association of Veterinary State Board’s (AAVSB)   
Ms Geranen reported on the election processed used by the AAVSB to elect officers to its Board of 
Director’s and to the National Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (NBVME) and explained that it 
appeared that there needed to be some changes to insure that there was a designated public member 
slot on the AAVSB Board of Directors. She asked the Board for the authority to write a letter in support 
of the recommended changes to the AAVSB bylaws. She asked that the letter to include the need to 
designate a public member to be on the Board of Directors, along with the inclusion of a RVT member, 
with the need to eliminate the use of a nomination committee to make candidate selections prior to the 
delegate assembly. 
 
MSP 
A motion was made by Dr. Kendall and seconded by Dr. Ferguson to have the Board draft a letter 
stating the AAVSB Committee should consist of 8 members and this number should include 6 
Veterinarians, 1 Registered Veterinary Technician and 1 Public member.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
C. National Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (NBVME) 
The NBVME sent a request to all licensing boards last summer asking about whether the Board’s would 
be interested in having the NBVME do their eligibility determination for the Board so that candidates 
would apply directly to the NBVME. The NBVME was also proposing to release candidate scores 
directly to AVMA accredited veterinary colleges based on a release statement signed by the 
candidates. Ms Geranen and Ms Barker, Legal Counsel, presented some concerns with inappropriate 
delegation issues and also candidate privacy concerns. Ms Barker stated that the current release 
statement is not adequate for California candidates and NBVME would need to amend it statement in 
order for the Board to sign its contract with NBVME in the coming year. 
 
Following further discussion, Ms Geranen stated that she would draft a letter to the NBVME indicating 
that the California Board would not be interested in participating in the review program and is 
concerned about the release of candidate scores.  
 
10. Public Regulation Hearing  
 
10A. Exam Clean-Up 
The public hearing was opened with discussion at 10:26 a.m. on October 21, 2009 by Legal Counsel 
Shela Barker, in regards to proposed changes to Sections 2010, 2010.1, 2014.5, 2015, 2105.1, 2015.2, 
2017, 2018, 2023, and 2024 in the Division 20 of Title 16 of the California Code of Regulations 
pursuant to authority vested by Sections 4808, 4846.1, and 4849 of the Business and Professions 
Code. Ms Geranen requested a change to be made to page 4 Section 2015.2 (b) where as the name of 
the school noted to be changed to read Western University of Health Sciences. 
 
Dr. Dan Segna, representing the California Veterinary Medical Association, asked about the language 
that deleted Sections 2017 and 2018 which outlined required processing times for application review. 
Ms Barker, Legal Counsel, explained that those two sections were originally implemented based on a 
requirement in Federal law and the Federal law has been repealed. Thus, the board no longer has 
statutory authority to maintain these two sections and they must be deleted. 
 
There was no other public comment and the hearing closed at 10:33 a.m. on October 21, 2009.  
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MSP 
A motion was made by Dr. Ferguson and seconded by Dr. Kendall to adopt the regulation as noticed 
with the change as noted to the name of Western University of Health Sciences and, if required, to 
have the Executive Officer prepare a 15 day notice of the change. Motion passed unanimously. 
  
10B. Schedule of Fees 
The public hearing was opened with discussion at 10:41 a.m. on October 21, 2009 by Legal Counsel 
Shela Barker, in regards to proposed changes to Sections 2070 and 2071 in the Division 20 of Title 16 
of the California Code of Regulations pursuant to authority vested by Sections 4808 and 4842.5 of the 
Business and Professions Code. 
 
Oral Testimony: 
Nancy Ehrlich, RVT, CARVTA, testified that the California Association of Registered Veterinary 
Technicians (CARVTA) understands the need for adequate funds to support the Board’s programs, but 
stated that the increase for the initial and renewal fees for RVT’s was shockingly high and will have an 
adverse impact on the profession. She restated the letter submitted by CARVTA in that they proposed 
that increasing the premise fee was less onerous on licensees than if a practice owner had to pay for 
multiple RVT registrations. She suggested that is would be the same fiscal impact if the Board 
increased the premise fee by $50 and lowered the RVT fees by the same amount and it would be more 
equitable for all concerned.  
 
Mark Nunez, DVM, CVMA. Testified as President of the California Veterinary Medical Association 
(CVMA), and restated the organization’s written comment in that the CVMA was recommending that, 
due to the current negative fiscal environment in California that the CVMA was opposed to fee 
increases, but if it was necessary, that the Board be as conservative as possible in increasing its fees. 
Dr. Nunez also stated that the exam fees be set at appropriate levels so the costs for examination 
preparation and develop are met by those fees alone.  
 
Carol Schumacher, RVT, Practice Owner, testified that she is a practice owner and currently 
employees thirteen (13) RVT’s. She stated her support for the CARVTA recommendation of increasing 
the premise fee while decreasing the increase for initial and renewal licenses for RVT stating that if 
would have a negative impact on the veterinary technician profession. 
 
David Trask, DVM, testified that he is a practitioner from Orange County and he was asking the Board 
to maintain fees that kept the Board’s Contingency Fund as close to a three month level as possible 
rather than having a larger balance that could be attractive to the Legislature to make a sweep. He 
noted the large balances that all licensing boards had in the late 1980’s that the Legislature did take 
and that it was only paid back after a law suit was filed by the California Medical Association. 
 
He also stated that the average veterinarian has four times the education of an RVT and that the debt 
loads of students coming out of veterinary school today are huge so that increased fees could be a 
burden. 
 
Jennifer Boyle, RVT, VCA Animal Hospitals testified in support of CARVTA’s position to increase the 
premise fees and decrease the fees for RVTS. She stated that the increased fees for RVT’s could 
create situations of unlicensed activity because RVT’s would not be able to afford to renew their 
licenses. She stated that the new fees could decrease revenue if RVT’s cannot renew and could 
increase enforcement costs for unlicensed activity. 
 
Carol Schumacher, RVT, Practice Owner, testified a second time stated that the fee burden and the 
debt burden are significant for RVT’s. She said that over the last 10 years, the cost of private funding of 
education has increased to 12% over the Federal prime rate.  
 
The Board heard the public comment and the public comment session closed at 11:04 a.m. on October 
21, 2009. 
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The Board went into regular session to discuss both the written comments that had been submitted 
during the 45-day public comment period prior to the meeting and the oral testimony during the public 
hearing. The Board discussed the fact that the majority of comments received were related to the 
increase of the premise fees. Following discussion, the Board agreed to amend the proposed fee for 
premises from $225 to $200 each year.  
 
MSP 
A motion was made by Dr. Becker, seconded by Dr. Ferguson, to adopt the regulation with the change 
as discussion and to direct the Executive Officer to prepare a 15 day notice on the proposed change. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
11. Legislation/Regulations Committee – Linda Starr 
The Board discussed the proposed legislation to change the Board composition to include RVTS, to 
consolidate the two existing advisory committees into one multidisciplinary advisory committee, to 
initiate Veterinary Technician title protection and to require proof of training for persons operating 
radiographic equipment.  
 
Kim Williams, RVT, RVTC Chair, stated that the RVTC supports the proposed legislation, but asked 
that language be added to impose term limits on the new advisory committee members. She also 
stated that the RVTC, given the current delays in making Board member appointments, had concerns 
about the Governor not appoint the new members and then not having the RVTC either. She stated 
that the RVTC suggested that the requirement for name badges be added to the legislation and Dr. 
Kendall suggested adding the language in 4830(5) to add the out of state student exemption, e.g., “or 
students from AVMA accredited schools.” 
 
MSP 
Motion was made by Dr. Kendall, seconded by Dr. Ferguson, to amend 4830(5) to add the language “or 
students from AVMA accredited schools” and to move the proposed language forward. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
The Board discussed requirement for retroactive fingerprinting of licensees and the need for regulations 
to implement the requirement. The Board directed staff to schedule a public hearing for the regulations 
in January. 
 
The Board discussed the RVT mandatory continuing education (CE) regulations. Dr. Ron Kelpe asked 
if non approved courses provided at veterinary hospitals would count as self study and the Board 
responded that they would. He voiced concern about sending hourly employees v. other employees to 
a CE conference and the impact of over time when the conference times exceed a regular work day. 
 
Dr. Jessica Waldman spoke to the board on the issue of animal rehabilitation and stated that she works 
with a licensed Physical Therapist to perform the animal rehabilitation. She said it is done under direct 
supervision and the veterinarian is readily available and the veterinary makes the entries in the medical 
record. The Board thanked Dr. Waldman for the information. 
 
12. Examination/Licensing Committee Report – Terri Becker, DVM 
No report 
 
13. Enforcement Committee – Stephanie Ferguson, DVM 
No report. 
 
14. Registered Veterinary Technician Committee Report – Kim Williams, RVT, RVTC Chair 
Kim Williams, RVT, RVTC, Chair, gave the RVTC report on the meeting from the previous day, October 
20, 2009. She stated that the committee discussed RVT school approval and the student exemption for 
RVT students to perform RVT job tasks under supervision while completing their requirements for 
taking the licensing examination. She stated that staff will be developing the student exemption 
language for review in January,  
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Ms Williams also asked the Board to consider the applications for the vacancy on the RVTC in a joint 
session with the RVTC. The Board discussed the fact that it only received one application for the 
vacancy and it wanted to wait until January to decide to fill the position to allow time for more persons 
to apply. 
 
MSP 
Motion was made by Dr. Kendall, seconded by Dr. Ferguson, to schedule a joint session at the January 
2010 Board meeting with the Board and the RVTC to interview candidates for the vacancy on the 
RVTC. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
MSP 
Motion was made by Dr. Ferguson, seconded by Linda Starr; to set a cut off date for filing applications 
for the vacancy on the RVTC of January 5, 2010. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
15. Review Upcoming Board Meeting Dates and Locations 
 
A. January 26/27 – Sacramento, Board Office, First Floor Hearing Room. 
 
B. April 20/21 – Riverside, Mission Inn 
Linda Starr stated that we had been approached by the Hyatt Hotel in Indian Wells to consider having 
the April Board meeting there. The hotel management indicated that the hotel is offering the state rate 
and that they would be able to accommodate us on the meeting dates. Discussion followed and Valerie 
Fenstermaker, Executive Director, CVMA, voiced concern about the expense of traveling to this 
location. 
 
MSP 
A motion was made by Dr. Ferguson and seconded by Dr. Becker to look into making the 
arrangements for the meeting at the Hyatt in Indian Wells. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
C. July 20/21 – Sacramento, Board Office 
     Or July 26/27 - DCA Summit Meeting 
 
16. Elections of Officers 
 
The floor was opened for nominations. A motion was made by Ms. Starr to nominate Dr. Stephanie 
Ferguson for the office of Vice President, which she accepted, and was seconded by Dr. Becker the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Dr. Kendall to nominate Dr. Terri Becker for the office of President, to take 
effect on April 1, 2010 which she accepted, and was seconded by Dr. Ferguson the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
17. Agenda Items for January 2010 Meeting 
Proposed License Plate Legislation 
Draft Proposal for implement fingerprinting requirement for licensees not previously fingerprinted 
Proposed language for legislation 
Standard items 
 
18. Comments from Public/Outside Agencies/Associations 
Nancy Ehrlich, RVT, CARVTA, asked if the Board could provide clarification as to whether candidates 
for registration as RVT’s will be able to sit for the Veterinary Technician National Exam after January 1, 
2010. The Board directed staff to check into the issue. 
 
19. Adjourn 
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MSP 
There being no further business before the Board, a motion was made by Dr. Becker and seconded by 
Dr. Kendall to adjourn the meeting at 3:22 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 


