
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Registered Veterinary Technician Committee 
Tuesday, January 26, 2010 

Sacramento, California 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
Registered Veterinary Technician Committee (RVTC) Chair Virginia Curtis called the meeting to order 
at 10:10 a.m. RVTC Executive Officer Susan Geranen called roll; all five members of the RVTC were 
present and thus a quorum was established. 
 
Members Present 
Virginia Curtis, Chair 
Carol Schumacher, RVT, Vice Chair 
Craig Cornell, RVT 
Richard Johnson, DVM 
Kim Williams, RVT 
Tom Kendall, DVM, Board Liaison 
 
Staff Present 
Susan Geranen, Executive Officer, Veterinary Medical Board 
Shela Barker, Legal Counsel 
Ethan Mathes, Administrative Programs Coordinator 
Liz Parker-Smith, Administrative Analyst 
 
Guests Present 
Sandra Andrade 
Kerry Buitrago, RVT 
Nancy Ehrlich, RVT, California Registered Veterinary Technicians Association 
Kasmyr Estonilo 
Satoko Ono 
Kristi Pawlowski, RVT 
Dan Segna, DVM, California Veterinary Medical Association 
 
2. Legislative/Regulatory Subcommittee Workshop 

A. Develop RVT School Approval Process and Reporting Requirements 
 
Ms. Geranen explained that California minimum standards were based on American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA) standards for purposes of approving private veterinary technician programs not 
accredited by the AVMA. The RVTC discussed the requirements that veterinary technician schools in 
California are required to meet State regulatory standards even if they have AVMA accreditation.  
 
The RVTC reviewed and discussed the proposed regulatory language and suggested changes where 
appropriate. Ms. Barker opined that the RVTC should focus on State school standards and address 
AVMA and out-of-state school standards at a later date.  
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 B. Develop Student Exemption Proposal  
 
The RVTC discussed the Business and Professions Code Exemption language and the difficulties in 
applying that exemption to the three different registered veterinary technician candidate groups; 
graduates from: 1) AVMA accredited schools, 2) alternate route candidates, and 3) registered 
veterinary technicians from out of state. The RVTC discussed adopting language to create legislative 
authority and then later defining the parameters of the exemption in regulation. 
 
 Carol Schumacher motioned to adopt the proposed Exemption for Veterinary Technology 

Students language as amended. 
 
 Richard Johnson seconded the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5-0. 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
 A. October 20, 2009 
 
The RVTC reviewed and suggested amendments to the October 20, 2009 RVTC Minutes. 
 
 Carol Schumacher motioned to approve the October 20, 2009 RVTC Minutes as amended. 
 
 Craig Cornell seconded the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5-0. 
 
4. Examination Report – Ethan Mathes 
 
Ethan Mathes updated on the Examination/Licensing Report. Kim Williams asked whether RVTC 
members can serve in the RVTC Workshops. Mr. Mathes will check with the Office of Professional 
Examination Services (OPES) and report back to the RVTC. 
 
5. Discuss Proposed Language for Mandatory CE for RVTs 
 
The RVTC discussed the proposed continuing education requirement. Audience member Nancy Ehrlich 
commented the proposed language is similar to that required of licensed veterinarians. Audience 
member Dan Segna noted language missing under 2086(g). Staff would research this and report back 
on this section and also on the effective dates noted in 2086(b)(5). 
 
 Carol Schumacher motioned to approve the proposed language for mandatory continuing 

education as amended. 
 
 Richard Johnson seconded the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5-0. 
 
6. Discussion Items 

A. Update on Proposed Legislation for 2010 
 
Ms. Geranen explained the process of getting proposed legislative language into the current 
Department of Consumer Affairs’ Omnibus Bill (Bill Number TBD). The RVTC discussed the proposed 
legislative language and supported the proposal to include registered veterinary technicians on the 
Board. 
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B. Update on Transition of Exam from OPES to National Exam 
 
Ms. Geranen reported the Job Analysis of Veterinary Technicians was received from the American 
Association of Veterinary State Boards and forwarded to the OPES for review. Once the review is 
complete, staff will have a better idea of the transition time frame. 
 
7. Review Upcoming RVTC Meeting Dates and Locations 

A. April 20/21 – To be determined 
B. July 20/21, 2010 – Sacramento 
C. October 19/20 – San Diego Zoo, Rondoval Room 

 
RVTC Meetings are scheduled: 
 
April 20-21, 2010, Sacramento 
July 20-21, 2010, Sacramento 
October 19-20, 2010, San Diego Zoo 
 
8. Agenda Items for April 2010 Meeting 
 
Proposed agenda items for the April 20-21, 2010 Meeting: 
 
Student Exemption language 
RVT sunset language 
Comparison for California and AVMA program requirements 
New RVTC Member 
Veterinary Technician examination audit update 
Limited Term Eligibility Window update 
 
9. Comments from Public/Outside Agencies/Associations 
 
There were not comments from public/outside agencies/associations. 
 
10. Adjourn 
 
 Carol Schumacher motioned to adjourn. 
 
 Craig Cornell seconded the motion. 
 
 The motion carried 5-0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 
 


