
Title 16. Professional and Vocational Regulations 
Division 20. Veterinary Medical Board 

 
Specific Language 

 
Add section 2036.6 and  amend section 2034 as follows: 
 

Article 4. Practice 
 
2036.6. 
 
(a) Students in a board-approved California veterinary technology program as defined under 
section 2065 of these regulations may perform the R.V.T. job tasks as a part of their clinical 
instruction and/or externship portion of the program as defined by section 2065(a)(2) and (3) of 
these regulations provided they are under immediate supervision of a California licensed 
veterinarian. 
 
(b) Students completing the board-approved California eligibility requirements as defined under 
section 2068.5 of these regulations who have completed the required directed clinical practice 
specified in section 2068.5(g) and (h) and general education specified in section 2068.5(b) may 
perform R.V.T. jobs tasks provided they are under immediate supervision of a California 
licensed veterinarian and shall notify the board in writing of their California licensed veterinary 
supervisor. 
 
Authority cited: Section 4808, Business and Professions Code. Reference: Section 4841.1 
Business and Professions Code.  
 
2034.  
… 
 
(g) “Immediate supervision” means the supervisor is physically in the presence of the animal 
patient and the person treating the patient. 
 
Issues for the RVTC to Consider 
 
 Alternate route students – how does the Board ensure that only students who have 

completed all their educational components and all directed clinical practice are allowed to 
perform restricted duties 

 Alternate route students – should there be a requirement that a licensed supervising 
veterinarian acknowledge their liability if a supervised veterinary technician student does not 
meet the requirements for exemption 

 Record keeping – should it be required that within the medical record that it is notated that a 
supervised veterinary technician student has performed certain tasks under the immediate 
supervision of the licensed veterinarian 

 Consumer notification – require consumer notification and obtain consent that a supervised 
veterinary technician student may perform certain tasks under the immediate supervision of 
the licensed veterinarian 

 Implementing a limitation on time during which task can be performed prior to licensure, i.e., 
during clinical studies, no more than six months, limit to so many hours, etc.  


