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California State Board of Veterinary Medicine
2005 Evergreen Street

Suite 2250

Sacramento, CA 95815-3831

I would like the following matter to be placed on the agenda of the next Board meeting in April. I am concerned about the
overt conflict of interest in the case of Narda Robinson, advisor to the RACE committee on all things holistic. I believe
the RACE committee and the AAVSB do not realize the extent of the problem:

e The term “medical acupuncture” had an internationally recognized meaning before Dr. Narda Robinson ever
created her “medical acupuncture” course

e The meaning was confirmed in the United States in 1987, with the formation of the American Academy of
Medical Acupuncture (AAMA) which provides board certification in medical acupuncture for MDs and DOs

e That meaning includes Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) as well as research-based acupuncture

e In 1975 the International Veterinary Acupuncture Society (IVAS) created the first acupuncture training course for
veterinarians. Their course parallels those that are eligible as training courses for the AAMA.

e In 2002 Dr. Robinson created an acupuncture system which she has labeled “Medical Acupuncture,” but which
rejects all TCM — based acupuncture. No other course for MDs, DOs or veterinarians uses this definition.

e Dr. Robinson’s Course is administered by Colorado State University and thps does not have to go through RACE
for approval for CEUs

e Dr. Robinson has advised RACE to reject all lectures which do not agree with her version, including science-

. based lectures which also include TCM theory.

e IVAS is no longer eligible as a RACE provider because RACE has rejected their courses for the past 2 years, on
the recommendations of Dr. Robinson. AAVA, which has an annual meeting with TCM - based acupuncture
courses, also has nothing eligible for RACE credits and is no longer a provider.

¢  Chi Institute, which teaches both Dr. Robinson’s version and the other version of acupuncture, is still a RACE
provider. However, the only course that is RACE approved is their “Medical Acupuncture” course which mimics
that of Dr. Robinson. None of their other courses are RACE approved.

In less than 4 years, Dr. Robinson has effectively eliminated her competition. She has done so by creating a meaning of
acupuncture which only fits her course, and by using her influence to eliminate the possibility of CE credits being
awarded to any other course which does not match hers.

I am requesting that the California State Board of Veterinary Medicine make a recommendation to AAVSB and the
RACE committee for the removal of Dr. Robinson from her advisory position and to replace her with one or more
advisors from the veterinary schools of the University of Tennessee and/or Louisiana State University. Both of those
Universities have faculty who are trained in acupuncture, and who do not have conflicting programs.

Sincerely,

Nancy Scanlan, DVM




DOCUMENTS SUPPORTING TCM INCLUSION IN TRAINING AND CE FOR ACUPUNCTURE

Texts about Medical Acupuncture do not reject TCM theory. For example:

“Traditional Chinese philosophy has...a holistic concept of health....This concept of health agrees with the view held by
modern epidemiologists....It also meets with the World Health Organization’s definition of health as ‘a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease and infirmity’.” from Medical Acupuncture,
a Western Scientific Approach, p 12 1998 Churchill Livingstone, Edinburgh

Board certification in veterinary acupuncture should parallel board certification for MDs and DOs in acupuncture for
humans.

The American Academy of Medical Acupuncture requires that physicians must have 100 hours of education in
acupuncture to become AAMA-board certified. The following is a list of their accepted acupuncture training courses, all
of which include TCM theory:

Acupuncture Integrative Medicine Program
Tri-State College of Acupuncture

Advanced Certificate of Acupuncture - Levels I and II
Acupuncture Foundation Canada Institute

The Art and Science of Acupuncture: Basic and Advanced
University of Miami

Complete Course in Medical Acupuncture for Physicians
Inst of Continuing Medical Education

Contemporary Medical Acupuncture for Health Professionals
McMaster University, Office of CME

Medical Acupuncture at Downstate
SUNY Downstate Medical Center

Medical Acupuncture for Physicians
Helms Medical Institute

Medical Acupuncture Program: An Evidence Based Approach to TCM
Michael G deGroote School of Medicine

Structural Acupuncture for Physicians
Harvard Medical School




RECOMMENDED READINGS for the AAMA BOARD CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION

***Traditional Chinese Medicine

The Foundations of Chinese Medicine, 2™ edition, 2005
Giovanni Maciocia

Churchill Livingston, Edinburgh

***Five Elements

Five Element Constitutional Acupuncture, 2004
Angela Hicks, John Hicks, Peter Mole
Churchill-Livingston

Western Approaches to Acupuncture

Acupuncture Energetics: A Clinical Approach for Physicians, 1995
Joseph M. Helms

Medical Acupuncture Publishers, Berkeley

A Manual of Neuro-Anatomical Acupuncture,

Volumes I (Musculoskeletal Disorders) published in 1999
and II (Neurological Disorders) published in 2001

Joseph Y. Wong

The Toronto Pain and Stress Clinic

*#*% based on TCM theory

EXCERPT FROM AFFIDAVIT REQUIRED FROM MDs AND DOs APPLYING FOR THEIR BOARD
CERTIFICATION EXAM: '

“My medical acupuncture practice involves more than one of the following
acupuncture paradigms including, but not limited to, energetic acupuncture,
neuroanatomic acupuncture, 5 Elements, TCM, Auricular, Scalp, Hand, etc.”




A SAMPLE OF THE CONTINUING EDUCATION AVAILABLE FOR RECERTIFICATION OF AAMA MEMBERS:

The AAMA has an annual symposium that includes many facets of TCM theory. Their 2013 symposim includes 2
licensed acupuncturists out of 18 speakers. They would not qualify as RACE speakers unless they had 3 letters of
recommendation, 2 of which would have to be from either board-certified veterinarians or university faculty members.
Their subject matter would not qualify at all.

The following TCM courses are included in the 2013 AAMA symposium:

1. “Engaging Vitality, Listening to Qi and Responding Effectively in Clinical Practice”
Dan Bensky, DO and Charles (Chip) Chace, L.Ac
“Efficacy in acupuncture is grounded in our therapeutic engagement with qi.”
2. “Diagnostic and Treatment Aspects of Five Element Acupuncture
Charles Moss, MD, FAAMA
3. “East/West Medicine Integration”
Thomas Burgoon, MD, FAAMA
4. “Interpreting Li Shizhen's Exposition on the Eight Extraordinary Vessels”
Charles (Chip) Chace, L.Ac.
5. “Text-Tradition-Us: One Approach to Engaging the Classical Tradition of East Asian Medicine”
Daniel Bensky DO
6. “Transcending Master (Point). Li Shizhen's Exposition on the Eight Extraordinary Vessels in Clinical Practice”
Charles (Chip) Chace, L.Ac.
7.  “Five Elements and the Power of Adaptation”
Charles Moss, MD, FAAMA
8. “Medical Acpuncture Zang Fu Healing through the Six Senses"
Steven K.H. Aung, MD, OMD, PhD
9. Early Morning Gong with Aung: Physical, Mental, and Spiritual Exercises (this is a Qi Gong session)
Steven K.H. Aung, MD, OMD, PhD
10. “The Role of Tongue and Pulse Diagnosis for treating disorders in sub-specialty medicine”
Michael Hammes MD
11. “Musings on the Sanjiao: Selections from Two Millennia of Writings and Implications for the Present”
Daniel Bensky DO
12. “The Role of Tongue and Pulse Diagnosis for treating disorders in sub-specialty medicine”
Michael Hammes, MD
13. “Treating Children with Autism with Qigong Massage: Research Summary”
Louisa Silva, MD, FAAMA
14. “Clinical Applications of Tuina and Chinese Bodywork with and without Acupuncture”
Brodie Burris, L.Ac




ANTI-TCM STATEMENTS FROM DR. ROBINSON:

1. “She (Narda) enrolled in a Traditional Chinese Medicine course for animals, but found that memorizing long lists of
herbs in Chinese formulas and matching them to ancient metaphoric indications such as "Dispels Fire" left her looking for
more substantial, scientific explanations of herbal mechanisms, though none were forthcoming.”

2. “Based on her extensive, multidisclipinary and personal exposure to the spectrum of integrative medical techniques, Dr.
Robinson has developed a critical approach to complementary and alternative medicine”

both are from her CSU webpage at http://csuvets.colostate.edu/pain/aboutus.htm
The following items are from some of Dr. Robinson’s Veterinary Practice News columns

3. “The ‘black box’ style of herbal prescribing (referring to TCM) based on metaphorically eliminating Damp Heat and

extinguishing Internal Wind no longer suffices.”
accessed from http://www veterinarypracticenews.com/vet-practice-news-columns/complementary-medicine/tcm-and-the-

chinese-new-year.aspx

4. “Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medical (TCVM) food therapy ... entails making diagnoses and dietary prescriptions
based on metaphorical descriptions of illness and magical correspondences....”
accessed from: http://www.veterinarypracticenews.com/vet-practice-news-columns/complementary-medicine/when-

folklore-meets-food-fad.aspx

5. “the time has come for Western practitioners to reconsider their open invitation to all things TCM”
accessed from: http://www.veterinarypracticenews.com/vet-practice-news-columns/complementary-medicine/tui-na-
chinese-massage-or-something-more.aspx

6. “ ‘Medical acupuncture’ refers to a contemporary system of acupuncture

based on scientific principles. Instead of remaining mired in ancient

metaphorical disease processes ...(w)e eschew belief-system orientations, in which students are expected to adopt and
regurgitate poorly defined metaphysical and metaphorical processes as though they were a highly developed, quasi-
spiritual ancient healing method.... Why should we turn over our patients’ health and well-being to a primitive and poorly
understood system of Chinese medicine...?

accessed on 1/20/10 at http://www.veterinarypracticenews.com/vet-practice-news-columns/complementary-
medicine/freedom-from-folklore.aspx
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Vaterinary Medical Association

California Holistic Veterinary Medical Association
404 N Mt Shasta Blvd, Rm B
Mount Shasta CA 96067
March 28, 2013

California Veterinary Medical Board
2005 Evergreen Street

Suite 2250

Sacramento, CA 95815-3831

Re: California Holistic Veterinary Medical Association continuing education

The CHVMA was formed to provide and promote education in integrative holistic veterinary
medicine. This aspect of veterinary medicine tends to be underrepresented in continuing
education which is presented by other associations.

In 2010, the California Holistic Veterinary Medical Association (CHVMA) successfully
petitioned the California Veterinary Medical Association (CVMA) to be recognized as a member
of the CVMA House of Delegates. As such, the CHVMA is recognized in the complete list of
statutorily approved provider of continuing education, qualifying as item#8: a non-geographic
VMA affiliated with the California Veterinary Medical Association. At that time I telephoned the
Board to confirm that CE that is sponsored by CHVMA would be recognized by the California
Veterinary Medical Board, and I was assured that it would be.

When the CHVMA presented its first CE session in Tongue and Pulse Diagnosis (a component
of Traditional Chinese Medicine, required knowledge for all who are licensed OMDs and
acupuncturists for humans, and which is recommended for veterinarians certified in
acupuncture), I again telephoned the Board to confirm that this would be acceptable. I was
concerned since the RACE committee does not recognize any TCM theory as valid. However I
was again assured that, since we were a statutorily approved provider, that it would apply and
that I did not need to submit any more information. After that time I stopped inquiring about
further CE that we sponsored.

In 2012, the CHVMA sponsored a veterinary hospice symposium which took place at UC Davis.
Hospice is recognized by the AVMA, which has established guidelines for veterinary hospice
care. The symposium featured speakers who are well-known in the movement, including 2 from
the CHVMA. The subject matter included common subjects of concern in hospice care. The
attendance sheets recorded both check-in and check-out of attendees. (I have never had to check
out of lectures at other veterinary conferences, and we felt this was an overlooked item.) And it
included the same type of attendance certificate that has been supplied by WVC, AVMA, CVC,
and NAVC: a certificate which is given to attendees, only, which allows them to fill in their own




information on lectures which were attended. CE for this symposium was awarded to LCSWs,
MFTs, and MSWs.

This month I was contacted by Shea Cox, a veterinarian in Berkeley, who indicated that the CA
Veterinary Board is not accepting CEUs from this meeting. Dr. Cox registered for and attended
this meeting. We have her signature for both sign-in and sign-out on the days of the meeting. Her
attendance was also confirmed by Kathryn Marocchino, PhD, founder of Nikki Hospice
Foundation for Pets, who knows her personally. I have attached a copy of a sheet of all
veterinarians and vet techs who were registered, the program for the conference, and the
attendance sheets with the signature of Dr. Cox.

I am concerned that the CA State Veterinary Board does not appear to recognize the CHVMA as
a statutory provider, and does not recognize this CE. What more is needed to establish that the
CHVMA qualifies as a statutorily approved CE provider? What is needed to approve the hospice
CE as CE acceptable to the state board? Should we begin submitting information about future
CE sessions that we are sponsoring? What additional information do you need to grant CEUs to
Dr. Cox?

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Nancy Scanlan, DVM

Founder, CHVMA

Sincerely,
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FINAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, July 20, 2012

ontinental Breakfast ‘

c University Catering (Sodexho)

7:00 — 8:00 . . CEVS Staff
Registration Exhibitor Lounge
Welcome and Opening Session Nancy Scanlan, DVM, MSFP, CVA
8:00 - 9:00 Finding our Spirit Again: Kathryn D. Marocchino, PhD, FT
Blessing of the Hands All in Wellman 26
Keynote Address: . .
9:05-10:05 The Sacredness of Living and Dying Richard G\D?/\éﬁ;:r?lz_é MA, MDiv
in Animal Hospice
University Catering (Sodexho)
10:05 — 10:20 preak (Snacks) Exhibitors
Exhibitor Lounge
. . : . Julie Interrante, MA
10:20 - 11:20 Being Present Through End of Life Wellman 26
11:30 — 1:00 Lunch University pgtering (Sodexho)
Exhibitor Lounge
100 — 2:00 Lesson From 40 Years of (Human) Hospice Heather Merrill, CT
’ ’ In the United States Wellman 26
. . : Jaime Glasser, DVM
2:05-3:05 Saying Goodbye to Sparky Wellman 26
Partners on the Animal Hospice Team:
3:10-4:10 Track 1: The Role of the Social Worker Sharen Meyers, LCSW — Wellman 25
Track 2: The Role of the Veterinary Technician Betsy Hensley, CVT — Wellman 26
University Catering (Sodexho)
4:10 - 4:25 Break (Snacks) Exhibitors
Exhibitor Lounge
Partners on the Animal Hospice Team:
4:25 - 5:25 Track 1. The Pet Sitter's Valuable Role Mandy Cimino, All About Animals — Wellman 25
Track 2: A Space for Spiritual Care Cynthia Olson, BCCC - Wellman 26
Lauren Urbais, MEd
Caring for the Hospice Caregivers: Tom Wilson, PhD
5:30 -6:30 A Relaxation Session with Reiki, CranioSacral, Linda Tellington-dones, Hon PhD
TTouch, Harp Enrichment Therapy Sue Raimond, AC
All in Exhibitor Lounge
6:30 Dinner on Your Own See Restaurant List in Registration Packet




FINAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Saturday, July 21, 2012

. University Catering (Sodexho)
7:00 — 8:00 Continental Breaifast Exhibitors
Exhibitor Lounge
8:00 - 8:05 Welcome and Announcements Kathryn Marocchina, PhD, FT
, Weliman 26
Recognizing Pain and Suffering in Hospice Care . Di
8.05-9:05 (interactive workshop) Richard G\r/?,\éﬁrsr’]:r? |2_6 MA, MDiv
910 — 10:10 For Love of Bun: An Animal Hospice Lauren Urbais, MEd
' ) Case Study in Reiki All in Wellman 26
University Catering (Sodexho)
10:10 - 10:25 Bregk (Snacks) Exhibitors
Exhibitor Lounge
10:25 — 11:25 Into the Light: BrightHaven'’s Experience in Helping Gail and Richard Pope, BrightHaven
' ' Animals Through Hospice and End of Life Wellman 26
11:30 — 1:00 Lunch University _C_atering (Sodexho)
Exhibitor Lounge
Track 1: Homeopathy and Hospice:
1:00 — 2:00 The Most Gentle Way to Ease Suffering Adriana Sagrera, DVM, CVH — Wellman 26
' ' Track 2: The Use of Acupuncture for Pain Lisa Pesch, DVM - Wellman 25
Management in Animals
Track 1: Companion Animal Euthanasia Techniques
2:05-3:05 Track 2: Anam Cara and the Circle of Belonging: Kathl?i’:ncv?/ﬂggz’ gf\]/l:l;/l,_l\\//lvseﬁn\ql\a/ﬁllzngan 26
The Role of Energy Work in Animal Hospice '
3:10-4:10 Tellington TTouch® to Support End-of-Life Care Linda Tellington-Jones, Hon PhD — Wellman 26
University Catering (Sodexho)
410 - 4:25 Break (Jnacks) Exhibitors
' Exhibitor Lounge
4:25 - 5:25 Walking Our Talk in Animal End-of-Life Care Ella Bittel, Tierarzt (Holistic Veterinarian)
Wellman 26
Track 1: The Use of Harp Therapy in Animal Hospice .
5:30 - 6:30 Track 2: The Role of Animal Communication S.lJJ:riRR? Ig?ghéﬁ;&gﬂg:g?
in Animal Hospice yan,
6:30 Dinner on Your Own See Restaurant List in Registrétion Packet




FINAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Sunday, July 22, 2012

Continental Breakfast

University Catering (Sodexho)

and CEU/Attendance Certificates

7:00-8:00 . Exhibitors
Exhibits Exhibitor Lounge
8:00 - 8:05 Welcome and Announcements Kathryn Marocchino, PhD, FT — Wellman 26
. Taki P Busi
805 — 9:05 Track 1 ak'”gtg the Eggti‘;ﬂf Care Business Anthony Smith, DVM, MBA — Wellman 26
Track 2: The Foundation of Veterinary Hospice Care Page Yaxley, DVM — Wellman 25
at Michigan State University
9:10-10:10 Advocating for Client Rights Bonnie Mader, MS — Wellman 26
University Catering (Sodexho)
10:10 — 10:25 Break (Snacks) Exhibitors
Exhibitor Lounge
DE _ 44 Managing Compassion Fatigue: Balancing _
10:25-11:25 Engagement and Detachment Betty Carmack, RN, EdD — Wellman 26
Kathryn Marocchino, PhD, FT
Honoring the Memory, Honoring the Spirit Richard Groves, JCL, MA, MDiv
11:40-12:40 ( Pet Memorial Ceremony) Sue Raimond, AC
The NHFP Volunteers
All in Wellman 26
Kathryn Marocchino, PhD, FT
12:40 - 1:10 Closing Remarks and Thanks Nancy Scanlan, DVM, MSFP, CVA
All in Wellman 26
. . Kathryn Marocchino, PhD, FT
1:10 - 1:30 Questions About Evaluations Nancy Scanlan, DVM, MSFP, CVA

All in Wellman 26
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