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  MDC	
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Dear	
  Annemarie	
  and	
  VMB	
  members,	
  
	
  
It	
  is	
  with	
  great	
  honor	
  and	
  pleasure	
  that	
  I	
  request	
  consideration	
  for	
  a	
  second	
  term	
  of	
  service	
  on	
  the	
  
Multidisciplinary	
  Committee	
  (MDC).	
  	
  	
  The	
  veterinary	
  degree,	
  and	
  therefore	
  our	
  industry	
  as	
  it	
  relates	
  to	
  the	
  
consumer,	
  are	
  diverse;	
  my	
  career	
  progression	
  and	
  background	
  reflects	
  this	
  diversity	
  in	
  various	
  ways,	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  
my	
  hope	
  this	
  background	
  can	
  serve	
  to	
  advise	
  the	
  board	
  on	
  various	
  issues.	
  
	
  
My	
  background	
  as	
  assistant	
  professor	
  and	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  veterinary	
  technician	
  program	
  at	
  California	
  State	
  
Polytechnic	
  University,	
  Pomona	
  ,provides	
  me	
  an	
  academic/administrative	
  background	
  in	
  a	
  subject	
  the	
  MDC	
  
has	
  been	
  assigned	
  to	
  consider:	
  all	
  matters	
  pertaining	
  to	
  the	
  RVT.	
  	
  During	
  my	
  time	
  as	
  director	
  we	
  successfully	
  
achieved	
  reaccreditation	
  from	
  the	
  AVMA/CVTEA	
  and	
  also	
  raised	
  our	
  academic	
  standards	
  and	
  RVT	
  state	
  exam	
  
pass	
  rates,	
  standards	
  and	
  topics	
  that	
  come	
  up	
  regularly	
  in	
  our	
  discussions.	
  
	
  
Our	
  campus	
  was	
  also	
  an	
  AALAS	
  accredited	
  campus	
  and	
  followed	
  strict	
  protocols	
  for	
  animal	
  care	
  and	
  use	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  always	
  adhering	
  to	
  the	
  USDA’s	
  enforcement	
  of	
  the	
  animal	
  welfare	
  act.	
  	
  As	
  an	
  active	
  researcher	
  and	
  still	
  
adjunct	
  faculty,	
  this	
  experience	
  may	
  provide	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  research	
  and	
  lab	
  animal	
  testing,	
  USDA	
  
rules	
  and	
  regulations,	
  and	
  policies	
  that	
  affect	
  animals	
  and	
  the	
  public	
  at	
  the	
  agricultural	
  and	
  scientific	
  level.	
  
	
  
My	
  time	
  as	
  Chief	
  of	
  Staff	
  and	
  hospital	
  leader	
  with	
  Banfield,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  my	
  current	
  work	
  as	
  a	
  regular	
  part-­‐time	
  
veterinarian	
  at	
  Estrella	
  Veteterinary	
  Hosptial,	
  keeps	
  me	
  connected	
  to	
  what	
  makes	
  up	
  a	
  large	
  component	
  of	
  
our	
  industry	
  in	
  California	
  –	
  private,	
  small	
  animal,	
  practice.	
  I	
  remain	
  a	
  practicing	
  veterinarian.	
  
	
  
Finally,	
  my	
  current	
  position	
  as	
  Chief	
  Medical	
  Officer	
  for	
  JustFoodForDogs,	
  LLC	
  provides	
  me	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
offer	
  a	
  perspective	
  that	
  I	
  feel	
  may	
  become	
  more	
  common	
  as	
  veterinarians	
  diversify	
  their	
  abilities	
  and	
  services	
  
in	
  order	
  to	
  remain	
  competitive.	
  	
  Citing	
  saturation	
  in	
  private	
  practice,	
  some	
  veterinarians	
  are	
  now	
  engaged	
  
with	
  the	
  public	
  as	
  business	
  people,	
  public	
  figures,	
  authors,	
  speakers,	
  consultants,	
  etc.	
  	
  My	
  position	
  as	
  a	
  high	
  
level	
  executive	
  with	
  JFFD,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  my	
  MBA	
  degree	
  from	
  UC	
  Irvine,	
  provides	
  me	
  with	
  a	
  business	
  background	
  
and	
  insight	
  that	
  could	
  parallel	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  issues	
  presented	
  by	
  these	
  opportunities	
  for	
  vets	
  and	
  the	
  public.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Like	
  my	
  VMB	
  colleagues,	
  my	
  loyalty	
  and	
  priority	
  will	
  be	
  always	
  be	
  what	
  we	
  perceive	
  to	
  be	
  best	
  for	
  the	
  
consumer	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  their	
  pets.	
  	
  In	
  every	
  position	
  I’ve	
  held	
  and	
  each	
  experience	
  I’ve	
  gained,	
  I	
  have	
  
exercised	
  a	
  high	
  level	
  of	
  integrity,	
  honesty,	
  and	
  direct	
  communication.	
  	
  While	
  I	
  may	
  be	
  mistaken	
  at	
  times,	
  my	
  
input	
  is	
  always	
  driven	
  by	
  integrity	
  and	
  the	
  pursuit	
  of	
  the	
  best	
  outcome	
  for	
  the	
  public	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  been	
  
assigned	
  to	
  protect.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Veterinarians	
  have	
  long	
  enjoyed	
  a	
  very	
  high	
  level	
  of	
  admiration	
  among	
  the	
  public;	
  a	
  view	
  that	
  only	
  recently	
  
has	
  been	
  challenged	
  by	
  some	
  consumers	
  and	
  at	
  times	
  reversed.	
  	
  My	
  willingness	
  to	
  help	
  is	
  from	
  a	
  sincere	
  wish	
  
to	
  help	
  maintain	
  our	
  licensee’s	
  standards	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  keep	
  our	
  reputation	
  among	
  the	
  public.	
  	
  Not	
  necessarily	
  to	
  
benefit	
  directly	
  as	
  a	
  licensee,	
  but	
  to	
  protect	
  the	
  relationship	
  veterinarians	
  and	
  pet	
  owners	
  have	
  developed,	
  so	
  
that	
  we	
  can	
  remain	
  effective	
  advocates	
  for	
  our	
  patients	
  and	
  their	
  pets.	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  consideration,	
  
	
  
Oscar	
  	
  E.	
  Chavez,	
  BVetMed	
  MRCVS	
  MBA	
  
CA	
  Licensee#16552	
  





















Multidisciplinary Advisory Committee,

I am sending a letter of interest to participate and commit to the
Veterinary Medical Board committee. My name is Kami O'Connell and I am
a state licensed Registered Veterinary Technician and certified as a
Veterinary Technician Specialists in Emergency and Critical Care. The
Veterinary field is my passion and career. I have also joined the animal
care and use committee (ACUC) for Platt College and the technician
department. My goal is to improve technician training and better prepare
them for their future career.

Currently, I am the Technician Training Manager at VCA Orange
County Veterinary Specialists in Tustin California. I also manage the
compliance and ordering for our controlled drugs. I have been at this
location for 7 years and watched the transition of the practice from 3
different ownerships and now a new partnership. As the training manager I

have developed a program for the new hires and continued to change it to
best reach the minds of the entire staff. lt is important to me not only to
have the best patient care, but to also guide the technicians to do so.

This position to me is important for future Registered Technicians and
making sure as a committee member we do our best to uphold California
laws and regulations. After marketing and assisting with lectures at several
Southern California Veterinary hospitals, I see areas of importance to
uphold for the veterinary field. This committee has a broader scope of
discussion, and with my professional experience as well as compassion I

will be a great candidate for the position.

I look fonarard to a response from the committee and thank you for your
time. A,e,,-0M
Kami O'Connell RVT, VTS(ECC)
VCA Orange County Veterinary Specialists
Technician Training Manager
Controlled Drug Regulation
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