DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
TITLE 16. PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL REGULATIONS
DIVISION 20. VETERINARY MEDICAL BOARD
PROPOSED REGULATORY LANGUAGE

Veterinarian-Client-Patient Relationship (VCPR)

Changes to the regulatory language are shown in single-strikethrough for deleted text
and single underline for added text.

Amend sections 2032.25 and 2038.5 and repeal section 2032.1 of article 4 of division
20 of title 16 of the California Code of Regulations as follows:

ARTICLE 4.
PRACTICE

§ 2032.25. Written Prescriptions in Absence of Originally Prescribing
Veterinarian.

(a) Absent establishing a veterinarian-client-patient relationship (VCPR) as defined in
section 2032-44826.6 of the Business and Professions Code, prescribing,
dispensing, or furnishing dangerous drugs as defined in Section 4022 of the code
constitutes unprofessional conduct.

(b) No licensee shall be found to have committed unprofessional conduct within the
meaning of this section if, at the time the drugs were prescribed, dispensed, or
furnished, any of the following applies:

(1) The licensee was a veterinarian serving in the absence of the treating
veterinarian and the drugs were prescribed, dispensed, or furnished on an
emergency basis for a traveling patient only as necessary to maintain the
health of the animal patient until they could return to the originally treating
veterinarian. Prior to providing a prescription refill pursuant to this section, the
veterinarian shall have made a reasonable effort to contact the original
prescribing veterinarian, and shall have documented the communication, or his
or her attempt to contact the original prescribing veterinarian, in the animal
patient's medical record.

(2) The original prescribing veterinarian was unavailable to authorize the refill, and
the veterinarian authorizing the refill was working in the same practice as the
original prescribing veterinarian, and:
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(A) The veterinarian who authorized the refill was in possession of and had
reviewed the animal patient's records, ordered the renewal of a medically
indicated prescription for an amount not exceeding the original prescription
in strength or amount or for more than one refill, and entered the
prescription refill in the animal patient's medical records.

(B) In the veterinarian's professional judgment, failure to refill the prescription
might have interrupted the animal patient's ongoing care and might have
had an adverse effect on the animal patient's well-being.

Note: Authority cited: Section 4808, Business and Professions Code. Reference:
Sections 4826.6 and 4883, Business and Professions Code.

§ 2038.5.  Animal Physical Rehabilitation.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

()

Animal Physical Rehabilitation (APR):

(1) is defined as the treatment of injury or iliness to address pain and improve
function by means of physical corrective treatment.

(2) does not include relaxation, recreational or wellness modalities, including but
not limited to, massage, athletic training, or exercise.

Prior to performing or authorizing APR, a veterinarian shall establish a valid
veterinarian-client-patient relationship as defined in Sections2632-4-ef 2032.15 or
Section 4826.6 of the Business and Professions Code.

R.V.T.s may perform APR under the degree of direct or indirect supervision
determined by the veterinarian who has established the veterinarian-client-patient
relationship.

Veterinary assistants may perform APR under the direct supervision of a
veterinarian.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to restrict or amend Section 2038
regarding the performance of MSM.

This section shall not apply to wildlife rehabilitation regulated by the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service or the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 4808 and 4836, Business and Professions Code.
Reference: Sections 4825, 4826, 4826.6, 4836 and 4883, Business and Professions
Code.
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