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DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS • VETERINARY MEDICAL BOARD 
1747 North Market Blvd., Suite 230, Sacramento, CA 95834-2978 
P (916) 515-5220 | Toll-Free (866) 229-0170 | www.vmb.ca.gov 

DATE January 5, 2024 

TO Veterinary Medical Board (Board) 

FROM Jeffrey Olguin, Lead Administrative & Policy Analyst 

SUBJECT Agenda Item 15.D. Outreach 

Xylazine Alert from the California State Board of Pharmacy 

In November 2023, the Board shared the California State Board of Pharmacy’s alert 
regarding xylazine. In the Board’s continued effort to fight against the abuse of xylazine, 
the information included informing the public that the FDA has not approved xylazine for 
any human use, and according to the Office of National Drug Control Policy, xylazine is 
particularly harmful when combined with fentanyl. 

In addition, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security, and U.S. Food and Drug Administration have also issued warnings about the 
improper diversion and importation of xylazine. The California Pharmacy Board also 
issued information to its licensees about its role and the responsibilities of its licensees. 

The Board also encourages licensees to keep apprised of the issues surrounding 
xylazine available from the California Department of Public Health. 

Federal Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) 

In December 2023, the Board informed its ListServ subscribers about the SCRA. The 
SCRA authorizes a U.S. service member or their spouse, who currently holds a valid 
license in good standing in another state, district, or territory of the U.S., to practice in 
California within the same profession or vocation, if the individual relocates to California 
due to military orders. 

As of December 31, 2023, there has been one veterinary professional, an RVT, who 
has requested recognition of their out-of-state license as part of the SCRA. Any 
individual interested in applying for recognition of their out-of-state license under the 
SCRA, are encouraged to review the documentation requirements and apply for 
recognition of their out-of-state license. 
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https://pharmacy.ca.gov/about/news_release/xylazine.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/FENTANYL-ADULTERATED-OR-ASSOCIATED-WITH-XYLAZINE-EMERGING-THREAT-RESPONSE-PLAN-Report-July-2023.pdf__;!!Em4Sr2I!L5a8iSJXPiYvZvp_LnuHqEtactzOJcmmjR3gMf_a3PiVmoCmnqC8BTA8eWdrCvW4nDJnIsUURvrq$
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/sapb/Pages/Xylazine.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/sapb/Pages/Xylazine.aspx
https://www.dca.ca.gov/military/scra_list.pdf
https://dcamilitary.prod.simpligov.com/prod/portal/ShowWorkFlow/AnonymousEmbed/e04efc5b-ee35-4c65-af58-7f252703132d
https://dcamilitary.prod.simpligov.com/prod/portal/ShowWorkFlow/AnonymousEmbed/e04efc5b-ee35-4c65-af58-7f252703132d
www.vmb.ca.gov


  

   
        

 
  

 

Verifying a Veterinary License 

During December 2023, the Board and DCA’s Office of Public Affairs (OPA) partnered 
to begin distributing information to the public on how to verify a veterinary license. Board 
staff are in the process of working with OPA to develop a public service video and social 
media graphics to disseminate to consumers emphasizing the importance of license 
verification. 
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