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FDA ZERO TOLERANCE 

• Food Safety Modernization Act and Preventative Controls for Animal Food (2017) 

• GMP’s and HACCP → Barbiturates 

• There is a zero tolerance for presence of barbiturates (reluctance to establish a 

“safe level”)

• Testing both Fats and Proteins – Residue leads to additional “controls”

• Necessary to divert and identify animals euthanized with barbiturates 



REGULATIONS 

• 3 CCR Section 1180.43.1 (2020) 

• Requires marking of animals euthanized 

with barbiturates to be marked with an 

orange B on the forehead at least 4 

inches in height 





• Producers wanting to avoid confusion 

with rendering pickup should avoid using 

a “B” in orange paint anywhere on the 

animal (Sometimes used to indicate “beef 

cow,” Banamine, etc.)



COLLABORATION SEEMS TO BE WORKING 

• Strong DEA controls on barbiturates makes addressing residues relatively simple 

• Prior to 2020, anecdotally, more veterinarians had been using barbiturates for 

euthanasia of farm animals than in prior decades – good to resurvey 

• All three rendering companies in the state have fewer residue issues today than in 

2020. 

• Much more effective to address violations together initially through consultation 

with the practitioner 



NEXT STEPS 

• Continuing outreach with renderers / 

dead haulers / producers / veterinarians 

• Consider additional rules to address 

potential cross contamination or 

transport issues to reduce the risk of an 

end product testing positive for 

barbiturate residues 

• Handling remains for animals euthanized 

with barbiturates ???? 



QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 

ANNETTE.JONES@CDFA.CA.GOV 

mailto:ANNETTE.JONES@CDFA.CA.GOV
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